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            Joshua Stein

            Joshua Stein, a member of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers, the American College of Mortgage Attorneys, and the Association for Real Property and Infrastructure, has wide experience in commercial real estate transactions, development transactions, new and defaulted loans, and other commercial real estate matters and disputes. He has handled closings and resolved problems for ground leases, hotels, developments, and space leases. He has represented purchasers, sellers, investors, developers, borrowers, landlords, tenants, leasehold mortgagees, hotel operators, and secured lenders. 

            Mr. Stein has been engaged as an expert witness, an arbitrator, a mediator, and a court-appointed receiver and referee. His name appears on the New York State Unified Court System Part 36 Fiduciary List. He is a former chair of the New York State Bar Association's Real Property Law Section, as well as a former co-chair of the Section's Commercial Leasing Committee. Since 1997, Mr. Stein has chaired Practising Law Institute's annual two-day seminar on commercial real estate finance. He speaks regularly before real estate industry and legal audiences and is often quoted in the real estate and business press, but never about his own transactions. 

            He has published five books: Stein on New York Commercial Mortgage Transactions (LexisNexis 2006); A Practical Guide to Real Estate Practice (ALI-CLE 2001; available from www.acrepress.com); Lender's Guide to Structuring and Closing Commercial Mortgage Loans (Mortgage Bankers Association 2004; available in electronic form from www.acrepress.com); New Guide to Ground Leases (Advanced Commercial Real Estate Press 2024, www.groundleasebook.com); and A Guide to Troubled Commercial Real Estate Loans for Lenders and Borrowers (LexisNexis 2010). He edited and wrote much of the New York State Bar Association's two-volume treatise on Commercial Leasing (now in its third edition) and has published more than 400 articles, checklists, and other materials on commercial real estate law and practice. He writes short columns on commercial real estate for www.forbes.com.

            His name appears regularly in guides to leading real estate lawyers, such as those published under various and sometimes changing names by Chambers, Euromoney Legal Media Group, Law Business Research, U.S. News & World Report, and others. 

            In 2020, Who's Who Legal named him a "Global Elite Thought Leader," "one of the best real estate lawyers that the North American Market has to offer" and "a really good real estate lawyer." He is the only member of that group not in a large firm. Super Lawyers regularly recognizes him as one of the top 100 (and sometimes top 10) attorneys in the New York City region, across all practice areas. Chambers USA has repeatedly identified him as a leading NYC real estate attorney—again the only one not part of a large firm.

            Mr. Stein earned his law degree from Columbia Law School, where he was a managing editor of the Columbia Law Review and a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar. He earned his undergraduate degree from University of California, Berkeley (highest honors, Phi Beta Kappa).

            Before law school, Mr. Stein had a brief career in book publishing. In high school and college, he worked part-time for local newspapers.  Highlights of his journalism career included a front-page interview with Steven Weed (Patty Hearst’s boyfriend at the time) and a front-page article about his experience working as a municipal garbage collector for a day.

            He is an active member of the Board of Trustees of The Bronx Museum of the Arts and an art collector, with an emphasis on (a) paintings of buildings, particularly by Emilio Sanchez; (b) abstract works by Joao Henrique Brandao; and (c) California landscape paintings produced by his father, Sherman Stein, a retired professor of mathematics at University of California, Davis. His mother, Hannah Stein, is a poet who published her fifth book of poetry, World in Costume, in 2020 shortly after her 91st birthday. He has two daughters: Helaina, a U.S. foreign service officer; and Julia, who works as a user experience researcher for an online dating app. He lives in New York.
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            Lauren Silk

            Lauren Silk joined Joshua Stein PLLC in 2014 as an experienced real estate attorney. At Joshua Stein PLLC, Ms. Silk primarily handles commercial leasing - both space leases and ground leases - and represented the landlord in closing the largest Manhattan office lease transaction in the first half of 2018. Ms. Silk also represents clients on both sides of purchase and sale transactions.

            A New York City native and long-time resident of the Upper East Side of Manhattan, Ms. Silk received her JD degree from Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law. She developed a passion for real estate while taking property law and real estate contract drafting courses at Cardozo. Ms. Silk began her career as a real estate attorney straight out of law school as an associate at Battle Fowler (later merged into Paul Hastings). She later worked as a litigation attorney for the City of New York, Department of Housing Preservation & Development, and then in the private sector as in-house counsel to Lawrence Ruben Company, a real estate developer. Ms. Silk later worked as an Administrative Law Judge for the City of New York, Department of Finance, and as a real estate broker, and has been engaged as an expert witness in real estate brokerage.
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            Alexa Klein is thrilled to be returning to the legal world as Counsel at Joshua Stein PLLC.  She brings with her over 12 years of experience in commercial real estate law, small business ownership and operations management.  In 2004, Ms. Klein began her legal career at Latham & Watkins LLP, where she worked with and was mentored by Joshua Stein in the real estate group. In 2008, she moved to an in-house counsel position at a NYC real estate company that develops and manages hospitality and commercial real estate properties and funds. In 2009, Ms. Klein followed her passion and entrepreneurial spirit into the business world, and by 2010 opened a children’s yoga studio and company based in New York City.  She cultivated her leadership and operations skills as CEO and Co-Owner of Yogi Beans for 6 years (which she still co-owns). Ms. Klein has also served as Director of Operations for Success Academy Charter Schools, a high-performing NYC charter school network.

            Ms Klein’s legal experience spans the commercial real estate world and she has represented a myriad of clients on all sides of transactions. Her work has included acquisitions, dispositions and financings of air rights, commercial property agreements, office leases, entertainment complexes, amusement parks, power facilities, non-profit headquarters, loan transactions, TICs and PPOs. Working as general counsel, she gained legal knowledge spanning corporate governance, investor relations, compliance, employment and partnership creation and dissolution. In addition, she has practiced as a litigator drafting various motions, correspondence, pleadings, and court documents, as well as participating in legal and court proceedings.

            Ms. Klein received her JD from NYU School of Law and her BA, summa cum laude, from the University of Pennsylvania.  She is a passionate yogi who is inspired by Iyengar yoga, and has taught yoga classes around NYC.  After 15 years living in NYC, Ms. Klein currently resides on Long Island with her husband and their expanding family (a future yogi bean).
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            Daniel Caplow

            Daniel Caplow joined Joshua Stein PLLC in March 2020. A New York City native and lifelong resident of the Upper West Side of Manhattan, Mr. Caplow received his JD from the CUNY School of Law and his BA from SUNY Binghamton. He developed a passion for real estate while taking property law and a real estate transactions course during law school. In order to further pursue his interest in real estate, Mr. Caplow has more recently taken classes in Real Estate Finance and Real Estate Excel Modeling at Baruch College’s School of Continuing and Professional Studies, and is in the process of earning a certificate in real estate finance.

            Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Caplow worked as a litigation attorney at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP. He began his legal career at a health and housing not-for-profit located in New York City.

            At Joshua Stein PLLC, Mr. Caplow has worked on a wide range of commercial real estate matters. His work has included commercial leasing transactions, acquisitions, and financings. His clients include landlords, borrowers, developers, and purchasers.

            Outside the office, Mr. Caplow is a sports and travel enthusiast and an avid runner.  He currently lives on the Upper West Side, with his wife, Lauren.

            

            




 


	




	
             

            
	
            [image: ]

            	
            
            Ranjan ("RJ") Samarakone

            Ranjan ("RJ") Samarakone manages the firm’s office and information technology, including remote technology, often on a 24/7 basis and while travelling. He specifies, upgrades, and troubleshoots the firm's server, network, two dozen computers, and three workgroup printers, each designed to serve 40 staff members. He oversees all day-to-day office operations, including personnel, inventory, banking, payables, and vendors. He has worked at Joshua Stein PLLC since 2017.

            Before joining the firm, Mr. Samarakone ran the Graphics Department at a major building materials showroom in New York City. Among many other things, he created 3D simulations from architectural blueprints, managed several 3D graphics artists, and developed simulations for clients who wanted to visualize their projects in detail before breaking ground. Working with interior designers, he also designed mosaic and tile installations to help realize the fantasies of some of the firm's clients. His work appears in many private homes and businesses in the Tri-State Area.

            Mr. Samarakone earned a master's degree in computer science from CUNY and a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from Wichita State University. He immigrated from Sri Lanka many years ago, and still loves to travel to explore architectural wonders of the world.

            Art has always been a huge side interest for Mr. Samarakone. He had his first solo art show at age 8 in Sri Lanka. Today, he continues to create artwork, both digitally and using traditional art materials. His style is usually a mixture of pointillism and pastels. With the firm's blessing, he undertakes occasional freelance commercial art assignments and can be reached for that purpose at the office.

            Mr. Samarakone is the Art Director of Advanced Commercial Real Estate Press, the imprint created by Joshua Stein for his upcoming three-volume book on ground leases (acrepress.com/new-guide-to-ground-leases/). Mr. Samarakone designed the cover artwork as well as frontispieces for each volume. This may be the only legal book with frontispieces.

            He is an active member of the New York Chapter of the Association of Law Administrators.
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            Howard Glenn Maurer

            Howard Glenn Maurer oversees www.joshuastein.com, the website of Joshua Stein PLLC. Mr. Maurer works on a freelance basis from Buenos Aires, Argentina, supervising a team of programmers based in New Delhi, India (suntecindia.com), first engaged by Joshua Stein in 2004. Starting in 2011, Mr. Maurer collaborated with Mr. Stein to completely redesign the website. That process continues. 

            A graduate of Brown University and Rutgers University School of Law, Mr. Maurer worked for more than ten years as a program attorney at Practising Law Institute (PLI), the largest non-profit continuing legal education organization in the United States. At PLI, Mr. Maurer produced CLE programs on commercial real estate, antitrust, and communications, among other topics. Throughout his time at PLI, Mr. Maurer produced Mr. Stein's annual two-day Commercial Real Estate Financing seminar. 

            After spending most of his life in New York City, Mr. Maurer decided in 2008 to sell everything and "retire" to Buenos Aires. When he is not dancing tango; mastering the Argentine version of Spanish, Castellano; or studying the piano or occasionally playing the violoncello, Mr. Maurer works as a freelance writer, editor and webmaster. He maintains his membership in the New York Bar and his New York City phone number, 212-666-9057 (forwarded to Buenos Aires). He can also be reached at perfpitch@yahoo.com.
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Credits & Caveats
Lawyer Advertising: Under the NY Rules of Professional Conduct (the "Rules"), this website may contain attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. Results depend on the circumstances of each matter. If you have questions about our conduct under the Rules, please contact us (see contact details on this website). We include this warning only because the Rules may require it, not to insult the intelligence of our clients and friends. Read More About This Website.
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